
    The Mansion  

Our Mission:   
The Bidwell Mansion Association is dedicated to the restoration, preserva-

tion, and interpretation of Bidwell Mansion State Historic Park.  
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 President’s Message 
Greetings and Happy Fall! 

 
Thank you to everyone who came out to the 
Mansion back in August to help us celebrate John 
Bidwell’s 200th birthday. It was wonderful to see 
so many of you enjoying the festivities and 
honoring the General. And a BIG thank you to 
State Parks and all of the volunteers who helped 
make this event a success—you are all invaluable!  

 

 
I would like to extend an invitation for you to join 
us at our annual Christmas with the Bidwells 
event on Friday, December 6. As always, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to see the Mansion 
beautifully decorated for the holidays, and support 
the work BMA does in conjunction with Bidwell 
Mansion SHP. 
 
We will have vignettes and music in the Mansion, 
delicious treats, a silent auction, and holiday cheer. 
This is also the perfect opportunity to renew your 
membership and invite others to join the BMA. 
For current members, your ticket will renew your 
membership for the year. For non-members and 
guests, the ticket price also includes a one-year 
membership—a total win-win!  

 
For more information about the event and how to 
get tickets, please see the article in this newsletter 
or go to www.bidwellmansionassociation.com. I 
hope to see you there! 

 
Thank you all so much for your support—I hope 

you and yours have a wonderful Thanksgiving. 
 
Adrienne Glatz, BMA Board President 

John Bidwell Inducted into Hall of Fame 

 

The Oregon-California Trails Association installed John 

Bidwell as a Trail Pioneer in their Emigrant Trails Hall of 

Fame at their annual meeting, held in Santa Fe, New Mexi-

co on September 4, 2019. BMA board president Adrienne 

Glatz and secretary Nancy Leek attended the OCTA award 

banquet to accept a copy of the Hall of Fame plaque on 

behalf of the Bidwell Mansion Association. 

 

The Oregon-California Trails Association (a non-profit, 501 

(C) (3) association) is the nation’s largest and most influen-

tial organization dedicated to the preservation and protec-

tion of overland emigrant trails and the emigrant experi-

ence. Their goals are to preserve the trails and their stories, 

and to educate the public about the trails and their signifi-

cance. 

 

The OCTA Hall of Fame can be viewed at https://

www.octa-trails.org/emigrant-trails-hall-of-fame/ 
Adrienne Glatz, BMA President (L) and Nancy Leek, 
BMA Secretary ( R)  received the Hall of Fame Plaque 

John Bidwell’s 200th Birthday Party on August 4, 2019 
included portrayals of actual entries in John and Annie 
Bidwell’s diaries in the Mansion.   

Proclamations by State Senator Jim Nielsen and Congressman 
Doug LaMalfa honoring John Bidwell in honor of his 200th 
birthday were presented by Sadie Foster and Brett Saunders at 
the Bidwell Mansion on September 8, 2019 with BMA mem-
bers and State Park Representatives. Nancy Leek, BMA Secre-
tary also shared John Bidwell’s part in negotiating California’s 
entry as a free State on September 9, 1850. 



 
 
 

 

Saturday, November 2, 2019  
10am 

Chico History Museum 
141 Salem Street 

 
Bidwell Biographers:  

Exploring the Life and Personality of John Bidwell: 
A Roundtable Discussion with  

Michele Shover, Mike Magliari, and Nancy Leek 
 

This roundtable perspective program features three 
distinguished Bidwell authors Michele Shover,  
Nancy Leek, & Michael Magliari.  
 
All three have published books and articles about John 
and Annie Bidwell, and this event promises to be a 
highlight in the Chico History Museum fall lecture se-
ries. Bring your questions, and expect a lively discus-
sion! 

BMA Annual Meeting  

Sunday, January 26, 2020  
Reception 5:30pm Meeting 6:00pm 

Bidwell Mansion 
. 

To celebrate women’s suffrage and to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, State Parks Seasonal Park Aid,  
Sondra Murphy will present a program on  
Annie Bidwell and the Women’s Suffrage Movement. 

 
John and Annie Bid-

well were each sup-

porters of women’s 

suffrage and the man-

sion served to host 

leaders of the move-

ment. The Bidwells’ 

trend-setting relation-

ship is examined in 

“Yours for Equal Jus-

tice.”  

 

Learn who Annie’s 

influences and John’s 

contemporaries were 

in this special presentation celebrating the many voic-

es in the fight to pass the 19th Amendment. 

Sondra Murphy grew up exploring the Bidwell Man-

sion during the renovation era (1960s-1980s). She 

moved back to Butte County in 2011 and has been 

conducting mansion tours as a park aide for the past 

six years. Murphy developed a suffrage tour for the 

2016 presidential election season and is enjoying pre-

paring for its encore in 2020. 

Bidwell Biographers Roundtable 

The General Store 

 

Fall is upon us which means the holiday season is not 
far behind. Visit the general’s store and check out our 
new merchandise. 
 
The womens’ polo shirts with the bidwell mansion shp 
patch are now in the store.  Soon, we will have the new 
Bidwell Mansion SHP pins and the John Bidwell sil-
houette t-shirts for sale.   
 
We continue to carry all our standard souvenirs, chil-
dren toys, and books related to the Bidwell Mansion 
along with unique gifts.  BMA members get 
a 10% discount on purchases.   

The Orange Grove Rebekah Lodge #84/ Chico Wom-
en’s Club Annual Christmas Open House will be on 
Sunday, December 8. Performances are at 11:00 am, 
12:00 pm., 1:00 pm., 2:00 pm, 3:00 pm and 4:00 pm. 
The performances are free but reservations must be 
made by calling Bidwell Mansion SHP, 530 895-
6144, after November 15.   

Bidwell Mansion State Historic Park Christmas Open 
House will be held on December 13 and 14 from 6:30 
to 8:00 pm. Tickets for the Friday and Saturday even-
ing tours will cost $10.00 for adults and $4.00 for 
youth under 12 years of age. Tickets can be purchased 
at the Bidwell Mansion State Historic Park Visitor 
Center, 525 Esplanade in Chico on Fridays, Satur-
days, Sundays, and Mondays from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 
p.m. starting November 15. 

Mansion Christmas Programs   

Nov 2 Farm City at the Mansion honoring Bid-
well’s  agriculture legacy 10am-2pm 
 
Nov 24 Holiday Preview Tree Lighting Down-
town Chico City Plaza—John Bidwell will be 
assisting Santa Claus this year.  

More Bicentennial Events  
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Keep in touch with  
Bidwell Mansion 

 
BMA website: 

www.bidwellmansionassociation.com 

 

E-mail: 
info.bidwellmansionassociation@ 

gmail.com  
 

BMSHP website:  

bidwellmansionpark.com/ 
 

Goldfields: A blog about Life and 
History in Northern California  

https://goldfieldsbooks.com/ 
 


